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Summary
The Australian Melon Association held the 2018 Australian Melon Conference & Field Day for
growers and industry between 17th and 20th September 2018 in Townsville and Ayr, Queensland
as a process for facilitating knowledge and technology improvements in the industry.
The event addressed the Australian Melon Industry Strategic Plan 2016-2021 Strategy 4.1 to
Facilitate industry development activities to deliver improved outcomes for growers and industry
investors.
The Conference & Field Day presented the latest research and industry information and provided
an opportunity for the melon industry in Australia to network with supply chain partners and
research providers. It provided technical and practical information to growers with the extension
of research and delivery of business development knowledge with in-field displays of varieties
and agronomic practices. 250 delegates attended the conference and field day in total with 53 of
those being growers. Evaluation of the event shows that the event was well supported by
growers and supply chain partners and there was a great deal of positive media coverage of the
industry.
It is recommended that the conference and field day should continue on a biennial basis
potentially incorporating a slightly adjusted format.
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Introduction
The Australian Melon Industry led by the Australian Melon Association conducted the 2018
Australian Melon Conference and Field Day for growers and industry between the 17 th and 20th
September. This was the 11th such conference that the Industry has conducted and was a
process for facilitating technology improvements in the industry.
The event addressed the Australian Melon Industry Strategic Plan 2016-2021 Strategy 4.1 to
Facilitate industry development activities to deliver improved outcomes for growers and industry
investors.
At the conference and field day, the latest research and technological advances were presented
to growers and the event also provided the opportunity for growers to network with supply chain
partners including suppliers and customers. The latest melon research was presented to growers
in a palatable format during the conference presentations, the tradeshow offered growers
business development knowledge as did the variety field trials and in field demonstrations of
agronomic practices and latest technologies.
Methodology
The 2018 Australian Melon Conference & Field Days followed a similar format to previous
successful conferences in 2013 and 2016. This included a blended approach to technical
presentations and field events, including varietal trials. The event started on the 17 th September
with a welcome function at Magnetic Island, followed by 2 days of conference presentations and
a trade show at the Mercure Inn in Townsville including a conference dinner on the 18 th
September and finishing with a full day field day in Ayr on the 20 th September.
The conference program included a broad range of research topics including industry
development, pest and disease management, biosecurity, food safety, pollination and marketing.
Presentations included research outcomes, progress of current research projects (including some
relevant vegetable projects), information on markets (domestic and export), as well as latest
technologies.
The field day demonstrations included new varieties, pest and disease management, new laser
and drone technologies, latest farm management equipment, irrigation management displays
with in-field trials by seed companies and other suppliers informing delegates in a practical way
about the opportunities for new technologies. A full copy of the conference and field day
program is attached as appendix 1.
Levy payers were offered a discounted registration for the Conference & Field Days. Sponsorships
were offered to entice young growers to register. Registrations were completed through a
personalised website hosted by Event Brite. Registration and further information about the
program was available from the Melon Industry website at www.melonsaustralia.org.au. Refer
Appendix 2.
A Communication Plan was developed to disseminate information to growers and industry. This
included providing information via
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

Australian Melon Association website www.melonsaustralia.org.au
Direct mail to melon growers and supply chain
E-news monthly updates
Quarterly Melon News
Publicity through horticultural media - radio and written publications
Publicity via social media channels

These are the established communication channels already used and supported by growers in the
melon industry.
6
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Outputs
The major output has been a successfully completed melon industry event, including 2 days of
conference presentations and one day of field day including variety trials and other in-field
demonstrations. There were 250 delegates who attended the event with 53 of those being levy
payers and 3 of those levy payers being industry sponsored young growers.
All presentations from the conference are now available on the industry website. A snapshot is
pictured below.
Go to http://www.melonsaustralia.org.au/industry-news/2018-australian-melon-industryconference-field-days

A part of the conference program included a question and answer panel session comprising five
panel members i.e. two levy payers, the Hort innovation melon industry Relationship Manager,
the Melon Industry Development Manager and one melon market agent. This provided the
opportunity for the industry to discuss levy payer issues and opportunities through the melon
levy process that may be available to address some of those issues. A copy of the questions
discussed is attached as Appendix 3.
The field day was set up with the assistance of Biosecurity Queensland to ensure all biosecurity
precautions were taken to protect the farm of the farmer hosting the field day as well as those of
7
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the farmers who attended.
In line with the communications plan developed before the event both prior and post the event
outputs from the conference were communicated via a broad range of media including:
1.
2.
3.
4.
5.
6.

The Australian Melon Association website www.melonsaustralia.org.au (see Appendix 3) for
communications before the event. Communications after the event include mainly links to all
presentations from the conference (as above).
Direct mail to growers and supply chain. See Appendix 4.
E-News Monthly updates. See Appendix 5.
Quarterly Melon News – The entire September2018 edition of the Melon News was dedicated to the
Melon Conference (and is included as Appendix 6) and the December edition of the Melon News will
have a wrap up of the event. Excerpts from March and June 2018 are included as Appendix 6a.
The conference received coverage through online media such as Freshplaza, Newspaper articles
including The Queensland Country Life and Good Fruit and Vegetable magazine as well as television
coverage of the field day on channel seven. Excerpts are included as Appendix 7.
Appendix 8 provides examples of the extensive social media coverage that the conference received.

Outcomes
A wide range of growers/levy payers including 3 sponsored young melon growers and other
supply chain partners were exposed to presentations at the Conference and trials and
demonstrations during the field day. This created opportunities for all sectors of the melon
industry and supply chain to develop a greater understanding of industry research outcomes and
opportunities, export markets and relevant issues such as food safety. It is especially significant
that young growers who potentially would not have had access to this opportunity without
sponsorship have gained this knowledge and had the opportunity to interact with the broader
supply chain at an industry level.
Presentations by Brad Mills from Hort Innovation, Brian Ramsey and Dianne Fullelove (IDM)
ensured levy payers gained a much greater understanding of the levy investment process and the
importance of the Strategic Investment Plan. This was further cemented in the panel sessions
whereby delegates including levy payers were able to ask questions and instigate discussions
with Brad Mills from Hort Innovation as well as other industry members about the levy
investment process and specific projects funded through the program. There was extensive
discussion related to the biosecurity levy and it’s purpose which provided levy payers with an
increased understanding of its function and how it can be used into the future. The evaluation
survey indicated that 80% of those delegates who attended the panel session found it to be a
worthwhile addition to the conference
Delegates were also exposed to new technologies, products and methods that may increase farm
productivity and farm-gate returns both in conference presentations such as that from Professor
Ron White who presented on Smart sensing technologies and at the field day with
demonstrations from companies such as Northern Agriservices who demonstrated the latest in
drone and laser technology. The extensive biosecurity precautions taken by the farmer hosting
the field day with assistance from Biosecurity Queensland also educated other farmers and
members of the supply chain as to the importance of incorporating biosecurity measures into
organizing events and educated them on how to do so.
The relevant learning outcomes from each of the conference sessions are summarized in the
presenter’s table presented in Appendix 9.
Components of the conference such as the welcome function and the conference dinner gave
delegates the opportunity to network and discuss shared goals and values that have the potential
to increase both their own business and industry profitability. In both cases the evaluation
survey indicated that 85% of those who attended found these to be worthwhile events. In the
8
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case of the dinner where more detail was sought in the survey it was indicated that 85% of those
who attended found the dinner to be either good, very good or excellent opportunity for
networking.
For people unable to attend the conference, presentations have been published to the industry
website. Go to www.melonsaustralia.org.au. This has been advertised in both the widely
distributed Melon E-News as well as the Melon News that is distributed to all Australian Melon
Growers.
Monitoring and evaluation
A copy of the Evaluation Survey that was emailed to all conference delegates is attached as
Appendix 10. This is the main tool that was used to evaluate the success of the project. Informal
interviews have also been conducted. Summaries of those interviews are included as Appendix
11.
Key evaluation Questions:
1. To what extent has the project improved knowledge and awareness of melon research?
The Conference was attended by 250 delegates with 53 of those being growers. Delegates travelled from
NSW, VIC, TAS, WA, NT and Qld. Appendix 9 summarises the learning outcomes from the presentations at
the conference. Chart 1 provides a weighted average of the value of each of the presentations presented at
the conference indicating that all presentations were at least rated as good to very good by delegates. For a
listing of the presentation titles please go to Appendix 1 or Appendix 9.

Weighted average

Chart 1: Value of conference presentations
1=not interesting, 5=excellent
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0

Presenters

2.

To what extent has the project met the needs of industry levy payers



The melon industry implemented a R&D levy in 2016. Since that time there have been five projects
approved for funding through the melon levy by the SIAP (made up of approx. 220 levy payers). This is
the first dedicated melon conference through which these researchers have been able to communicate
their project results. The melon conference is one of the only opportunities that levy payers have to
enjoy face to face interaction with researchers and have the opportunity for those results to be
presented in an interactive verbal format. It gave the levy payers the opportunity to ask questions
during the presentations and interact with the researchers in a less formal setting during breaks and
events such as the conference dinner and welcome function.
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Other presentations and demonstrations conducted during the conference itself and the field day were
chosen by the Australian Melon Association Executive Committee that is made up of 8 levy payers
based on the needs of levy payers. Given the recent food safety issues presented by the listeria
outbreak in rockmelons earlier in the year, there was obviously a need to get as much information as
possible to growers and the industry on this topic. This opportunity was taken up both through the
presentations given during the conference (see appendix 9) and during the panel session.



Finally, both Brad Mills and Bryan Ramsey gave presentations during the conference that described the
process for the development of a Melon Industry Strategic Investment Plan which will be used to assist
in the selection of research projects to be funded by the levy that meet the needs of industry levy
payers as decided by the SIAP.



93% of delegates indicated in their evaluation survey that they would attend the next conference.

Weighted average

Chart 2: Value of field day demonstrations
1=not interesting, 5=excellent
4.5
4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0

Melon varieties Corteva trials - Nufarm trials - Multikraft trials Demonstration Agvita soil and
Laser
Green Peach
metham
of Unmanned plant analyis - technology Aphid, Melon
application
Aerial Vehicles demonstration BMS Lasersat
aphid,
(UAVs)
Heliothis,
Gummy Stem
Blight, and
Powdery
Mildew

Chart 3: Value of Conference
(1 low - 5 high):
4.5

Weighted Average

4
3.5
3
2.5
2
1.5
1
0.5
0
Conference
organisation

Equipment
suitability
(tent, table,
chairs)

Layout of
event site

Convenience Benefit to
of location your business

Value for
money
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3.

To what extent were the target engagement levels of industry levy payers achieved.
250 delegates attended the conference with 53 of those being growers/levy payers. This
represents 25% of the industry. This is about 20% lower attendance than the conference and
field days in Mildura in 2016. Some of the reasons that have been suggested for this are:

4.



Timing of the event. It is always difficult to schedule an event such as this to suit all
grower needs. Harvest is a 12 month event in Australia, so there will always be growers
who are too busy to attend. Conferences are held in various growing districts,
alternating between northern and southern Australia to suit the requirements of as
many growers as possible.;



The conference could be shortened to two days;



Combine the conference and field day at the same venue;



Sponsor more young growers;



More field day/practical sessions;



Ease of location;



The impact of biosecuirty incursions and the listeria event in early 2018 has had a
substantial impact on the melon industry. It is likely that this has caused a pessimism in
the industry that is reflected in lower grower attendance.

Did the project engage with industry levy payers and the supply chain through their
preferred learning style?
There was a broad mix of learning styles implemented to engage the supply chain and the
levy payers including personal delivery of PowerPoint presentations, an interactive panel
session, ample time and environment allocated for informal interaction and networking
between supply chain members, growers and researchers and practical in-field
demonstrations of trials and products.
Charts 1, 2 and 3 above would suggest that the project did engage with industry and levy
payers through their preferred learning style given the value that delegates placed on most
presentations and demonstrations at both the conference and the field day demonstrations
(Charts 1 and 2 respectively) and the overall value they took from the conference (Chart 3).

Recommendations
Recommendations from this project are:
1.

The melon industry continues to value the conference & field day and the event should
continue on a biennial basis.

2.

The next conference should be held in southern Australia in 2020.

3.

The event should be shortened to two days.

4.

More young grower scholarships should be offered (three in 2018).

5.

The variety trials should be continued as this is well supported by both levy payers and seed
companies.

6.

Consideration should be given to funding biosecurity improvements on the hosting growers
property.

7.

The program should continue to present research information but should include more
international speakers, possibly from seed and chemical companies.
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APPENDIX 1: Conference Program

Program
Monday 17th September
5-9:30pm

WELCOME FUNCTION Peppers Blue on Blue Resort, Magnetic Island
Bus departs Mercure at 5pm for Sealink ferry, Breakwater Terminal, Sir Leslie Thiess Drive. Pick up at
Townsville City at Hotel Grand Chancellor and the Ville Resort – Casino to arrive at the terminal at
5:30pm. Returning at 9:00pm

Day 1 Tuesday 18th September
8:30-9:00

Coffee/tea

9:00-9:15

Welcome

Jon Caleo

Chairman, Australian Melon
Association

9:15-9:45

Overview of industry – Where is the melon
industry heading?

Dianne Fullelove

Australian Melon Association

9:45-10:15

The melon levy working for your industry

Bradley Mills

Hort Innovation

10:15-10:45

Strategy into action for the modern melon
industry

Brian Ramsey

Inovact Consulting

10:45-11:30

Morning Tea

11:30-12:30

Q&A Panel session

Jon Caleo
Paul McLaughlin
Brad Mills

Anthony Joseph
Dianne Fullelove

12:30-2:00

LUNCH

2:00-2:30

Developing Australia's melon export markets

Dianne Fullelove

Australian Melon Association

2:30-3:00

Deterring aphids through millet stubble
groundcover in tropical cucurbit production
and its effect on reducing viruses

Dr Craig Webster

Department of Primary
Industries and Regional
Development

3:00-3:30

Integrated management of plant viruses
through vector control

Dr Robert Annetts

Corteva Agriscience

3:30-4:00

Afternoon tea

4:00-4:20

The identity and effectiveness of Australian
melon pollinators

Dr Romina Rader

University New England

4:20-4:40

Pollinators of Australian watermelon

Dr Lisa Evans

Plant & Food Research

4:40-5:00

Cucumber green mottle mosaic virus and
honey bee pollinators

Dr Mary FinlayDoney

NT Department of Primary
Industry and Fisheries

6:30pm

INDUSTRY DINNER Mercure Townsville

Day 2 Wednesday 19th September
9:00-9:30

Rockmelon food safety- the way forward

Dr Sukhvinder Pal
(SP) Singh

New South Wales
Department of Primary
Industries

9:30-10:00

What’s in the water: links between irrigation
water quality and food safety

Dr Floris Van Ogtrop

ARC Training Centre for Food
Safety in the Fresh Produce
Industry

10:00-10:30

Postharvest sanitisers and fungicides in food
safety systems: pitfalls and solutions

Dr Mark Bradbury

ARC Training Centre for Food
Safety in the Fresh Produce
Industry

10:30-11:00

Morning Tea

11:00-11:30

Integrated strategies for the management of
Silverleaf whitefly in melons

Dr Siva
Subramaniam

Department of Agriculture
and Fisheries Queensland

11:30-12:00

Cucumber green mottle mosaic virus Australian research updates

Dr Lucy TranNguyen

NT Department of Primary
Industry and Fisheries

12:00-12:30

Biology, epidemiology and detection of Melon
necrotic spot virus in Australia

Dr Fiona Constable

Agriculture Research Victoria

12:30-2:00

LUNCH

2:00-2:30

Smart sensing technologies - tools for quality
management

Professor Ron White

James Cook University

2:30-3:00

The Fair Farms Initiative - lifting standards and
supporting good employers in horticulture.

Rachel McKenzie

Growcom

3:00-3:30

What is the future for horticulture in
Australia?

Anthony Joseph

Alfred E Chave Pty Ltd

3:30-4:00

Afternoon tea

4:00-4:45

Important traits driving the melon and
watermelon market

Jamie Roylance/
Phillip Hoult

BASF

4:45-5:00

Close of conference sessions

Jon Caleo

Chairman AMA

Day 3 Thursday 20th September FIELD DAY 9am-5pm Bus leaves Mercure at 7:30am
Variety trials
BASF Nunhems
HM Clause

Lefroy Valley Seeds
Rijk Zwaan
Seminis

South Pacific Seeds
Syngenta
Terranova Seeds
Westranell Horticultural Services

UAVs - Northern AgriServices
Sampling crops - Agvita Analytical
Metham application - Nufarm

A sustainable system to
minimise stress - Multikraft
Laser technology - BMS Lasersat
Planters - Vass Engineering

Pest & disease control - Corteva Agriscience
Machinery display - Honeycombes (John Deere)
Plastic lifters - NuTek Engineering
Machinery display - AgNorth (Case)

APPENDIX 2: Website

APPENDIX 3: Questions for conference panel session

Questions for Conference Panel Session
How is the melon levy helping me as a grower?
Where do you think the melon industry is headed in the next 5 to 10 years?
How do we bring more profit back onto farms?
What role should the AMA play in the melon industry?
Is the melon industry likely to head down the same production pathway as tomatoes and be
produced in a greenhouse?
How can the industry do marketing of our fruit better?
How do we prevent crises such as the recent listeria one and the closing of the New Zealand market?
How is the industry going to manage the new rules around ethical workplaces? The auditing for this
is a real problem.
As farmers, we are told to “make the customer king” but I feel that I don’t really know what the
customers want. What kind of research is being done into consumer trends with melons?
What do you think are the three biggest issues for Australian farmers at the moment?
How do we stop growers putting poor quality fruit onto the market?
What’s being done to improve export opportunities for growers, and improve the outcomes for
fruit moved by sea transport?
What role will new varieties play into the future?

APPENDIX 4: Direct mail to growers and supply chain members

Email to delegates 15th September 2018

Email to all of industry 14th September

Email to all industry 10th September 2018

Email sent to all industry 3rd September 2018

Email sent to all industry 27th August 2018

Email sent to all industry 6th August 2018

Email sent to all industry 31st July 2018

Email sent to all Industry June 28th 2018

APPENDIX 5: Melon E-News
MELONS E-NEWS EXERPTS ON 2018 MELON CONFERENCE
E-news October 2018

Melon E-News August 2018

Melon E-News July 2018

Melon E-News June 2018

Melon E-News May 2018

Melon E-News April 2018

Melon E-News March 2018

Melon E-News February 2018

Melon E-News January 2018

APPENDIX 6: Melon News September 2018

Jon Caleo,
Chairman,
Australian Melon Association.
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APPENDIX 6A: Past Melon News
Melon News March 2018

Melon News December 2017

APPENDIX 7: Online written, radio and TV media

URL for video footage of news story – Channel 7
https://youtu.be/wyuuMcPkMz4

APPENDIX 8: Social Media

APPENDIX 9: Presentation learning outcomes

Learning Outcomes for levy payers at melon conference
Presentation

Presenter

Levy/External Project

Learning Outcomes for levy payers

Overview of industry – Where is the melon
industry heading?

Dianne Fullelove

Levy project – Industry
Development VM

Providing overview of research that is being undertaken through levy
funded projects and specifically through Industry Development
project

The melon levy working for your industry

Bradley Mills

Levy through HIA

increased levy payer understanding of the levy investment process

Strategy into action for the modern melon
industry

Brian Ramsey

Levy

increased levy payer understanding of the levy investment process

Q&A Panel session

Jon Caleo
Paul McLaughlin
Brad Mills
Dianne Fullelove
Anthony Joseph

Developing Australia's melon export markets

Dianne Fullelove

Levy

Levy payers develop greater understanding of export markets

Deterring aphids through millet stubble
groundcover in tropical cucurbit production
and its effect on reducing viruses

Dr Craig Webster

DPIRD WA

Levy payers develop understanding of research outcomes and
opportunities in pest management

Integrated management of plant viruses
through vector control

Dr Robert Annetts

The identity and effectiveness of Australian
melon pollinators

Dr Romina Rader

HIA, UNE

develop greater understanding of industry research outcomes and
opportunities specifically with regard to pollination.

Pollinators of Australian watermelon

Dr Lisa Evans

Plant and Food

develop greater understanding of industry research outcomes and
opportunities specifically with regard to pollination.

Cucumber green mottle mosaic virus and
honey bee pollinators

Dr Mary FinlayDoney

HIA – Vegetable fund

develop greater understanding of industry research outcomes and
opportunities specifically with regard to pollination.

Rockmelon food safety- the way forward

Dr Sukhvinder Pal
(SP) Singh

VM17002 Levy funded

Levy payers develop greater understanding of food safety issues and
research

Opportunity for interaction between levy payers and HIA and for
feedback to HIA from levy payers

Levy payers develop understanding of research outcomes and
opportunities in disease management

What’s in the water: links between irrigation
water quality and food safety

Dr Floris Van Ogtrop

University of Sydney

Levy payers develop greater understanding of food safety issues and
research

Postharvest sanitisers and fungicides in food
safety systems: pitfalls and solutions

Dr Mark Bradbury

University of Sydney

Levy payers develop greater understanding of food safety issues and
research

Integrated strategies for the management of
Silverleaf whitefly in melons

Dr Siva
Subramaniam

QDAF

Levy payers develop understanding of research outcomes and
opportunities in pest management

Cucumber green mottle mosaic virus Australian research updates

Dr Lucy TranNguyen

Levy – vegetable fund

Levy payers develop understanding of research outcomes and
opportunities in disease management

Biology, epidemiology and detection of Melon
necrotic spot virus in Australia

Dr Fiona Constable

Agriculture Victoria

Levy payers develop understanding of research outcomes and
opportunities in disease management

Smart sensing technologies - tools for quality
management

Professor Ron
White

QDAF, James Cook University

Levy payers were exposed to new technologies

The Fair Farms Initiative - lifting standards and
supporting good employers in horticulture.

Rachel McKenzie

Growcom

Sharing information that will assist growers and levy payers to
increase their business and industry profitability

What is the future for horticulture in
Australia?

Anthony Joseph

Commercial

Bringing the entire industry together also creates opportunities to
develop shared goals and values

Important traits driving the melon and
watermelon market

Jamie Roylance/
Phillip Hoult

Commercial

Bringing the entire industry together also creates opportunities to
develop shared goals and values

APPENDIX 10: Conference evaluation survey
About you

* 1. Are you a:
Grower
Seed/ seedling company representative
Industry supplier eg chemicals, fertilisers etc
Government employee
Researcher
Market agent
Retailer
Other (please specify)

* 2. Please enter your postcode or country

* 3. Which events did you attend at the conference?
Welcome function at Magnetic Island
Day 1 of Conference at Mercure Inn (Tuesday 18th September)
Conference Dinner (Tuesday evening)
Day 2 of Conference at Mercure Inn (Wednesday 19th September)
Field Day at Ayr

* 4. How did you hear about the conference & field day?
Melon Enews
Melon News printed newsletter
Direct email from AMA
Melon industry website
Word of mouth
Rural media eg ABC Rural or rural newspaper
Other (please specify)

* 5. What is the best format and lenghth for this type of conference?
2 days conference plus 1 day field day as in 2018
1 day conference plus 1 day field day plus optional farm tour
1 day conference plus 1 day field day
1/2 day conference and 1/2 day field day
regional roadshow and field day held in each major growing region
Other (please specify)

* 6. There have been suggestions for the location of the next conference to be held, most likely, in 2020.
Please choose your preference or nominate an alternative. (You can choose more than one)
Perth region
Burdekin, Qld region
Darwin, NT
Katherine, NT
Chinchilla
Griffith
Location doesn't matter to me
Other location (please specify)

* 7. Please rate the speaker presentations that you attended.
Not interesting
Dianne Fullelove
- Overview of industry –
Where is the melon
industry heading?
Bradley Mills - The
melon levy working for
your industry
Brian Ramsey - Strategy
into action for the
modern melon industry
Dianne Fullelove
- Developing Australia's
melon export markets

OK

Good

Very good

Excellent

Did not attend
this presentation

Not interesting
Dr Craig Webster
- Deterring aphids
through millet stubble
groundcover in tropical
cucurbit production and
its effect on reducing
viruses
Dr Robert Annetts
- Integrated
management of plant
viruses through vector
control
Dr Romina Rader - The
identity and
effectiveness of
Australian melon
pollinators
Dr Lisa Evans
- Pollinators of Australian
watermelon
Dr Mary Finlay-Doney
- Cucumber green mottle
mosaic virus and honey
bee pollinators
Dr Sukhvinder Pal (SP)
Singh - Rockmelon food
safety- the way forward
Dr Floris Van Ogtrop
- What’s in the water:
links between irrigation
water quality and food
safety
Dr Mark Bradbury Postharvest sanitisers
and fungicides in food
safety systems: pitfalls
and solutions
Dr Siva Subramaniam
- Integrated strategies
for the management of
Silverleaf whitefly in
melons
Dr Lucy Tran-Nguyen
- Cucumber green mottle
mosaic virus - Australian
research updates

OK

Good

Very good

Excellent

Did not attend
this presentation

Not interesting

OK

Good

Very good

Excellent

Dr Fiona Constable Biology, epidemiology
and detection of Melon
necrotic spot virus in
Australia
Professor Ron White
- Smart sensing
technologies - tools for
quality management
Rachel McKenzie - The
Fair Farms Initiative lifting standards and
supporting good
employers in
horticulture.
Anthony Joseph - What
is the future for
horticulture in Australia?
Jamie Roylance/ Phillip
Hoult - Important traits
driving the melon and
watermelon market

8. Please provide any ideas for future conference topics.

* 9. Did you think the panel session was a worthwhile addition to the conference program?
Yes
No
Didn't attend that session

* 10. Did you attend the field day and inspect the melon crops?
Yes
No

Did not attend
this presentation

11. If you visited the field site, please rank the displays
Not interesting

OK

Good

Very good

Excellent

Melon varieties
Corteva trials - Green
Peach Aphid, Melon
aphid, Heliothis, Gummy
Stem Blight, and
Powdery Mildew
Nufarm trials - metham
application
Multikraft trials
Demonstration of
Unmanned Aerial
Vehicles (UAVs)
Agvita soil and plant
analyis - demonstration
Laser technology - BMS
Lasersat

12. Please provide any comments on the field day

* 13. Do you think there should have been a farm tour including other melon farms in the area?
Yes
No
Don't know

* 14. Do you think the welcome function was a worthwhile addition to the conference?
Yes
No
Don't know

Did not see this
display

15. If you attended the Industry Dinner, please rank your enjoyment of the event.
Poor

OK

Good

Very good

Execellent

Venue location
Food
Entertainment
Coordination of event
Ability to network

16. Please add suggestions for future Industry Dinners

* 17. Thinking about your participation in the melon conference, how would you rate the following (1 low - 5
high):
1

2

3

4

5

Conference organisation
Equipment suitability
(tent, table, chairs)
Layout of event site
Convenience of location
Benefit to your business
Value for money
Comment

* 18. if you exhibited at the conference and field day how likely are you to be an exhibitor at a future melon
conference?
Unlikely
Likely
Very likely
Didn't exhibit

* 19. How likely are you to attend a future melon conference?
Unlikely
Likely
Very likely

20. What do you believe is needed to encourage more growers to attend Industry conferences?

21. Please provide any feedback that you feel is relevant to planning for the next conference.

APPENDIX 11: Delegate feedback
Delegate feedback during interview
Researcher feedback
An excellent event with a great program covering science, industry and market outlook which was
thoroughly enjoyed with great learnings about the present status and the pathway to the future. Well
done, organisers!
Sponsor/exhibitor feedback
BASF Vegetable Seeds was thrilled to be actively involved in the 2018 Australian Melon Conference &
Field Day, as a conference and AMA sponsor. We were very happy to see the level of engagement from
all facets of the industry, that included presentations on key industry topics such as Food Safety, export
market access and plant virus management, and variety demonstrations by seed companies. We believe
this event is an integral part of the industry calendar as it represents the unity across the sector that is
undoubtedly essential to its prosperity into the future. We, as a leading seed company, are committed
to providing ongoing support to the AMA and look forward to strengthening our collaboration in 2019
and beyond.
Grower feedback
The program was very impressive covering a broad range of topics so it was a great opportunity to get a
good overview of the whole industry and current research relevant to our business. The format worked
well because there were many opportunities to ask questions of the researchers who were presenting
both in a formal and informal setting. I also thought the conference dinner was a great opportunity for
networking and really enjoyed it. Overall I think the conference was very worthwhile and will definitely
attend the next one.

