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Summary 
During the two year project period ( 2014/15 and 2015/16) the funding provided by this project enabled 
Dried Fruits Australia (DFA) to participate actively at the International Dried Grape Conferences held in 
Argentina (San Juan, October 2014) and Germany (Hamburg, October 2105) and provided DFA and 
major industry processors (Sunbeam Foods & Australian Premium Dried Fruits) with access to the latest 
global production and marketing information relating to dried grapes through the annual subscription 
(2014/15 & 2015/16) to the publication, Foodnews. 

Some Background: 

Dried Fruits Australia has reaffirmed strong support for a strategic production target for Australia or 25-
30,000 tonnes, an increase of 8-12,000 tonnes above current production levels. This target has been publicly 
supported by both major processors, Sunbeam Foods and Australian Premium Dried Fruits (APDF). 

In the past, Horticulture Australia Ltd was responsible for the collection of production and marketing 
information for the dried grape industry. HAL was able to use the export efficiency power provisions for 
dried grapes to require marketers to provide relevant data. However, these powers are no longer 
available to the dried grape industry, following the last review. 

Also in the past, an industry crop forecasting program was undertaken with support from 21 growers, 
CSIRO and processors. The CSIRO used to maintain a sultana fruitfulness model that provided the 
earliest forecast crop 14 months prior to harvest. Again, this program no longer exists. 

The International Dried Grape Conference  

For many years, updated market information has been sourced from direct participation at the annual 
International Dried Grape Conference, regularly held in Europe, with alternate conferences being held in 
a producing country. Participation facilitates networking and access to industry contacts in major 
producing countries for the Australian industry.  

The International Dried Grape Conference provides a vital source of information on production and 
marketing statistics in major producing countries, as well as important presentations on health and 
nutrition research being undertaken around the world, various promotion programs, industry trends, 
food safety issues and similar topics. In addition, field trips and visits to overseas processing facilities 
provide valuable insights to developments overseas. 

Importantly, detailed reports on the Conference are provided to growers, the DFA Board and processor 
members at various forums, branch meetings and through articles in The Vine and member e-news. 

FoodNews 

This publication is a well-known and respected on-line source of market related information & analysis.  

Foodnews is a vital tool for gather global market information for the Australian Dried Fruits industry.  
The publication includes articles directly reporting on issues affecting the supply and demand of dried 
fruit in many dried grape producing countries such as Turkey, USA, South Africa, Chile, Iran and China.  
The Australian industry competes with these producers in both the international and domestic markets 
making this information vital for strategic planning.  

Foodnews reports on the weather events, currency movements, political issues and other matters that 
impacts the global dried fruits industry with specialist dried fruit industry reporters. 
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For several years, DFA & the major processors have agreed that a Foodnews subscription would be 
taken out by DFA with each industry stakeholder provided with relevant details of user name and 
password to enable ongoing access to the latest market information made available by FoodNews. 

The DFA Board continues to strongly encourage investment in the Australian dried grape industry by 
urging growers to consider expanding their property sizes and plantings of new, improved dried grape 
varieties. Given this approach, it is vital that the industry has access to independent sources of global 
marketing and production information.  
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Outcomes 
The broad goals of this project were to provide members of the Australian dried grape industry 
members with the opportunity to attend the International Dried Grape Conference and learn from their 
international counterparts about leading edge dried technologies and best practice management and 
handling systems that can be adopted in Australia, as well as gathering information about the 
international market for dried fruit. In addition, the Conference provided an important opportunity to 
further develop networks of contacts with growers, processors and researchers.  

An outline of the expected outcomes or objectives and how these were achieved is detailed below: 

• Access to the latest dried grape industry production & marketing information – the 2014 & 2015 
Conferences provided delegates with up-to-date information on both a global and specific 
country basis. Presentations from producing countries (included USA, Turkey, Argentina, 
Australia, South Africa, Iran, Chile, China) as well as guest speakers, provided information on 
production & marketing trends, marketing issues, health and nutrition research, market 
supply/demand situation & market outlook etc. Similarly, the publication, Foodnews provided the 
industry with a vital source of market related information. 

• Informed about global production – again, participation of the 2014 & 2015 Conferences has 
ensured that all industry stakeholders, including growers, are better informed about global 
production trends and thus are better positioned to make informed investment decisions. 
Similarly, information from Foodnews articles has been important. 

• Technology transfer and communications strategies – relevant information made available in 
producing country reports at the 2014 & 2015 Conferences has been noted & used in strategies 
aimed at improving communication and increasing adoption of research results, best practice 
management & new technologies by Australian growers.  

• Enhanced international networks – participation at the 2014 & 2015 Conferences has enabled 
the Australian industry to establish new networks and enhance existing networks as a result of 
regular contact with growers, processors & researchers from other countries. Further, the 
importance of this Conference is reflected in the recent invitation from China to hold the 2016 
Conference in that country.  

Dried Fruits Australia expects that some of the benefits that are flowing to the local industry include: 
quicker uptake of new practices & new technologies, improved efficiency in management of vineyards, 
better decision making, improved quality and productivity.  

Information gathered from the International Dried Grape Conferences (2014 & 2015) has been 
communicated to growers, processors, DFA Board members and others via the quarterly publication, 
“The Vine”, as well as press articles, member e-news and reports delivered at various forums. Copies of 
relevant papers (eg Conference guest speakers), presentations from producing countries and relevant 
Foodnews articles have been circulated widely. 
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Discussion 
 

This project (International Dried Grape Conference Participation & Foodnews) has continued to provide 
real benefits to the Australian dried grape industry. 

Up to date information about global production trends and the market situation and outlook has ensured 
that Australian growers and processors are better informed and positioned to make better investment 
decisions. 

The information gathered from the International Dried Grape Conferences (2014 & 2015), including 
papers, reports, presentations and statistical summaries, as well as various editions of Foodnews has 
been made available to all stakeholders in one form or another. 

The networks established or maintained as a result of participation at these Conferences are extremely 
valuable in providing access to current production and marketing information. 
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Implications for Australian Horticulture 
 

This project provides the Australian industry with access to the latest information about production and 
marketing trends and related matters. 

This information, gathered from Conference participation and Foodnews articles, indicates that global 
supply and demand is relatively stable. 

Although Californian raisin acreages are dropping by about 5,000 acres per annum, plantings in other 
producing countries are rising. 

A post-Conference evaluation confirmed that Australian growers must continue to focus on increasing 
their productivity in order to remain profitable. Australia is a relatively high cost producer, with high 
input costs, including labour. 
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How the information will be disseminated 
 

As previously outlined, information from the International Dried Grape Conferences (2014 & 2015) has 
been communicated to growers, processors, DFA Board members and others via the quarterly 
publication, “The Vine”, as well as press articles, member e-news and reports delivered at various 
forums.  

Copies of relevant papers (eg Conference guest speakers), presentations from producing countries and 
relevant Foodnews articles have been circulated widely. 

The Chairman and CEO have reported to DFA Board meetings and other grower forums, including 
branch meetings. 
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Itineraries 
 

a) Agenda/program for the 2014 International Dried Grape Conference (San Juan, Argentina) 

b) Agenda/program for the 2015 International Dried Grape Conference (Hamburg, Germany) 
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Agenda & Program 
9 November  2014 

 

19.45 – 21.15: Welcome Cocktail  

21.30 – 22.30: Concert Camerata San Juan in Juan Victoria Hall Auditorium 

www.auditorio.sanjuan.gov.ar 

 

10 November  2014:  

Reminder: breakfast is served 7.30 - 9:30 AM 

8.30 – 09.00: Registration.  

09.00 – 12.30: Conference Session. 

Official Opening: 

 Introduction. 

Official Opening Address:  

Conference Officials: 

 The election of the conference chairman. 

 The election of conference deputy chairmen. 

 The election of conference Secretary. 

Roll Call: 

 Signing of the conference agreement. 

 Notes of the 2013 Conference:  

 Adoption of the notes. 

Addresses by the Special Guest: 

 Speaker: Dr. Tony Halstead. Topic: Global raisin analysis (pending confirmation). 

 Speaker: Professor David Hughes. Topic: Food Marketing Expert 

13.00 – 14.30: Lunch. 

14.30 – 16.00: Conference Session: 

11



Addresses by the leaders of the delegations: 

Presentations by Participating Countries 

16.00 – 16.30: Coffee Break. 

16.30 – 17.30: Conference Session: 

Presentations by Participating Countries 

Addresses by the Special Guest: 

 Speaker: Frank Zwertz. Topic: Sorter technology. (Visys) 

20.30- 22.30: Dinner. 

 

11 de November  2014 

TIP: You can have breakfast from 7.30. 

 

08.30 – 11.00: Conference Session: 

Addresses by the Special Guest: 

Speaker: PhD Arianna Carughi. Topic: Nutrition & Health expert. 

Addresses by the leaders of the delegations: 

 Presentations by Participating Countries  

11.00 – 11.30: Coffee Break. 

11.30 – 13.00: Conference Session: 

 Speaker: Local Presentation: Argentinean Fly Fruit Program & Argentinean vineyards. 

13.00 -15.00: Lunch “History Review “. Institutional photo. 

15.00- 16.30: Conference Session:  

Production and Marketing Statics. 

Press Release. 

Next Conference: 
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 Agree on location of the next conference. 

 Agree on the date of the next conference. 

 Special invitation to attend the next conference. 

16.30-17.00: Coffee Break. 

17.00- 18.00: Other Business: 

Discussion of the generic advertising 

21.00-23.30: Gala Dinner.  

 

12 November  2014 

TIP: You can have breakfast from 7.30. Bring cap and sunscreen/sun block. 

09.00 – 13.30: Facilities and farm visit. 

13.30-15.30: Typical Argentinean Barbeque.  

 

13 November  2014 

Tourist Option.  
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2015 INTERNATIONAL SEEDLESS DRIED  

    

GRAPE PRODUCING COUNTRIES 

    

CONFERENCE 

     

    

15-16 OCTOBER 2015 - HAMBURG, GERMANY 
 

AGENDA 

THURSDAY 15 OCTOBER 2015 

08:30 – 09:30  Registration 

09:30   Official Opening 

- Introductory Remarks 

- Election of Conference Officials 

o Chairman 

o Vice-Chairman 

o Secretary 

- Roll Call 

o Conference to be informed of countries represented with names of 

respective delegates. 

o Signing of conference agreement 

o Notice of motions 

o Notes of decisions taken at the 2014 conference 

o Adoption of Agenda 

o Chairman’s address 

11:00   Tea / Coffee 

11:30   Country Presentations 

- Australia 

- Argentina 

- Chile 

 

13:00   Lunch 

 

14:00   Country Presentations - continued   

- Iran 

- India 

- South Africa 

- Turkey  

- USA 
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- Production Statistics 

- Presentation by Guest speaker 

An example  of a Generic Promotion program in the fruit industry : 

Jacques du Preez – Hortgro South Africa. 

16:00   Conference Adjourns 

   Evening Free 

 

FRIDAY 16 OCTOBER 2015 

09:00   Start of Session 

Presentation by Guest speaker 

- Planning a Generic promotion program for raisins and focus points to be included 

in such a program by Keith Sunderlal, SCS Group, India. 

09:45   Presentation by Guest speaker 

- Prioritising International Markets for Generic Promotion of Raisins by  - 

John Giles, Promar International,  UK. 

10:30   Tea / Coffee 

11:00   Presentation by Guest speaker 

- A retail expert’s view on what’s happening in the dried fruit sector. 

Edward Garner, Director of Kantar World Panel UK. 

12:00   Finalise production statistics 

13:00   Lunch 

14:00   Press Release 

- Next Conference 

o Consider countries to be invited 

o Agree on location of next conference 

o Agree on dates of next conference 

o Agree on chair and secretary of next conference 

- Finance and Administration 

o International Dried Grape Conference Account 

15:00   Tea / Coffee 

15:30   Other Business 

16:30   Conference Adjourns 

19:00   Official Conference Dinner 
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Recommendations 
 

That the Australian dried grape industry should continue to send delegations to future International 
Dried Grape Conferences and maintain subscriptions to the publication, Foodnews in order to ensure 
that the Australian industry has access to current information relating to global production and 
marketing trends. 
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Appendices  
 

a) Appendix 1 – 2014 International Dried Grape Conference. Summary article published in The Vine 
(Jan-Mar 2015 edition) entitled “Global dried grape supplies up 7%”.  

b) Appendix 2 – DFA Chairman’s Report. Article published in The Vine (Oct-Dec 2015 edition) 
entitled “Industry promotion high on Board agenda”. 

c) Appendix 3 – Cover Story. Summary article published in The Vine (Jan-Mar 2016 edition) 
entitled “Aussie dried grapes take on Europe” 

d) Appendix 4 – News release from 2014 International Dried Grape Conference, including statistics 
summary report 

e) Appendix 5 – News release from 2015 International Dried Grape Conference, including statistics 
summary report 
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2014 INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF SEEDLESS DRIED GRAPE PRODUCING 
COUNTRIES 

NOVEMBER 9-12, 2014, SAN JUAN, ARGENTINA 

 

PRESS RELEASE 

 

FOR MORE INFORMATION, CONTACT DAPPIE SMIT, CONFERENCE CHAIRMAN 

dappies@dtd.co.za 

 

The International Conference of Seedless Dried Grape Producing Countries was 

held on November 9-12, 2014 in San Juan, Argentina following the harvest in 

northern hemisphere countries in order to exchange information on global 

production and marketing. Delegations from Argentina, Australia, Chile, South 

Africa, Turkey and the United States participated in the Conference. Reports from 

China, Greece, India and Iran were also presented. 

 
The Conference was officially opened by: 

José Luis Gioja, Governor of San Juan, Argentina 

Marcelo Alos, Minister of Production 

Leonardo Gioja, Secretary of Politics and Economy 

Antonio Giménez, President of the Chamber of Foreign Commerce of San Juan 

 
Dappie Smit of South Africa was re-elected as Chairman of the Conference with 

Osman Oz of Turkey re-elected as Deputy Chairman. Carlos Javier Huertas Garcia 

served as Chairman of the Organizing Committee. 
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Industry presentations were received from: 
 

• Terry Vawter, Senior Marketing Specialist, United States Department of 
Agriculture-Ag Marketing Service, “U. S. Anti-trust Rules” 

 
• Tony Halstead, Ag Economist, United States Department of Agriculture-

Foreign Ag Service, “Raisins: World Markets and Trade” 
 

• Dr. David Hughes, Professor Emeritus in Food Marketing, Imperial College, 
London, England, “Global Food Marketing Trends and Their Implications for 
Dried Grape Businesses” 

 
• Frank Zwerts, Chief Strategy Officer and President EMEIA, Key Technology 

 
• Dr. Arianna Carughi, Health & Nutrition Research Coordinator for 

Sun-Maid Growers of California, “Health Benefits of Raisins” 
 

• Johans Germeys, Sales Manager-South America, Tomra Sorting Solutions 
 

• Giselle Alves De Almeida, Production and Exports, Agroindustrias Lusitano, 
“Local Generic Raisin Campaign” 

 
• Hector Illera, “Argentinean Fruit Fly” 

 
• Eng. Martin Pantano, “Argentinean Vineyards” 

 
• Mark King, Chairman, Dried Fruits-Australia briefed the Conference 

regarding the bank account balance. 
 

Following reports from all participating producing countries, a global supply and 

demand chart was compiled and is attached to this press release. The Conference 

considered the world supply and demand position and noted that seedless dried 

grape production from the Sultana/Natural Seedless Raisin varieties increased by 

7% from the previous year.  
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Global production of Goldens increased 1%, while it was noted that the 
production of currants increased by 20% compared to the previous season. 

The next Conference will be held in October 2015 in Hamburg, Germany. 
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Variety: Sultana & Raisins (All figures metric tonnes packed weight / Goldens or sulphur bleached reported separately below)
Country Estimated 

physical 
stock           

31/08/2014

Estimated 
production 
Northern 

Hemisphere 
1/10/2014

Estimated 
production 
Southern 

Hemisphere 
28/02/2014

Total 
estimated 
available 

product for 
marketing

Estimated 
invoiced 
domestic 

sales 
1/9/2014 to 
31/8/2015

Balance 
available for 

export 
marketing

Estimated 
invoiced 

export sales 
1/9/2014 to 
31/8/2015

Estimated 
physical 

stock as at 
31/08/2015

Planned 
carryout 

required to 
maintain 

supply 
between 
seasons

Surplus 
stocks to 
estimated 
sales and 
planned 
carryout

Greece 0 5,000 5,000 5,000 0 0 0 0 0
Iran 5,000 145,000 150,000 40,000 110,000 100,000 10,000 0 10,000
Turkey 25,000 328,000 353,000 50,000 303,000 270,000 33,000 0 33,000
USA 100,891 276,389 377,280 185,474 191,806 89,710 102,096 102,096 0
Uzbekistan 25,000 25,000 0 25,000 25,000 0 0 0
China 0 180,000 180,000 150,000 30,000 30,000 0 0 0
Argentina 0 27,000 27,000 7,000 20,000 20,000 0 0 2,000
Australia 1,450 12,250 13,700 12,750 950 950 0 0 0
Chile 6,600 55,250 61,850 2,000 59,850 59,850 7,600 0 7,600
S. Africa 2,500 46,000 48,500 11,000 37,500 34,000 3,500 3,500 0
Indıa 0 105,000 105,000 105,000 0 0 0 0 0
Total 141,441 959,389 245,500 1,346,330 568,224 778,106 629,510 156,196 105,596 52,600
2013 117,719 852,573 288,970 1,259,262 539,117 720,145 605,200 112,666 106,019 9,505
% Diff 20% 13% -15% 7% 5% 8% 4% 39% 0% 453%

Country Estimated 
physical 

stock           
31/08/2014

Goldens 
Estimated 
Production 
2014 crop

Total 
estimated 
available 

product for 
marketing

Estimated 
physical 

stock           
31/08/2014

Currants 
Estimated 
production 
2014 crop

Total 
estimated 
available 

product for 
marketing

Greece 0 0 0 5,000 22,000 27,000
Iran 0 30,000 30,000 0 0 0
Turkey 0 0 0 0 0 0
USA 7,220 15,884 23,104 1,337 2,179 3,516
Indıa 0 30,000 0
Uzbekistan 0 0 0 0 0 0
China 0 0 0 0 0 0
Argentina 0 250 250 0 0 0
Australia 0 0 0 1,125 1,930 3,055
Chile 350 9,750 10,100 400 0 400
S. Africa 1,000 12,350 13,350 0 2,300 2,300
Total 8,570 98,234 76,804 7,862 28,409 36,271
2013 5,240 97,441 102,681 2,925 23,751 26,676
% Diff 64% 1% -25% 169% 20% 36%

2014 International Seedless Dried Grape Producing Countries Conference Statistics 

Varieties: Goldens & Currants (All figures metric tonnes packed weight)
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Press Release 
 

2015 International Seedless Dried Grape Producing Countries Conference – 

15-16 October 2015 Hamburg, Germany 
 

The International Seedless Dried Grape Producing Countries Conference was recently held in 
Hamburg, Germany following the conclusion of the northern hemisphere harvest, to exchange 
information on world production and marketing. The delegations from Argentina, Australia, 
Chile, Iran, South Africa, Turkey and USA participated in the conference. 

 

 

Mr Dappie Smit of South Africa was elected chairman for the conference, Mr Carlos Javier Huertas 

Garcia of Argentina and Mr Osman Oz of Turkey where elected deputy chairmen. 
 

 

Conference considered the world supply and demand position and noted seedless dried 
grape production from the Sultana / Natural Seedless Raisin varieties had decreased mainly 
due to unfavourable weather conditions. 

 

 

The conference received presentations from guest speakers on marketing and promotion as 
the producing countries are considering a mutually funded promotion program. 

 

 

Mr Louis van Zyl of the South African Fruit Company Hortgro made a presentation on a 
generic promotion program for fresh fruit. 

 

 

Mr John Giles of Promar in the UK made a presentation on ways of prioritising international 
markets for a possible promotion program for raisins. 

 

 

Mr Edward Garner, Director of Kantar World Panel gave a retail expert’s view on what is 
happening in the dried fruit sector which included detail information on movements in the dried 
fruit market. 

 

 

The statistical analysis undertaken at the conference showed that the total availability of Natural 
Seedless Raisins (TSR’s) and Sultanas has decreased by eight percent. The analysis also revealed 
that at the end of the season only 36239 tons will be carried forward to the next season. 
Conference concluded that this ending stock is smaller than expected and some good planning 
would be needed to supply all demands. 

 

 

The conference agreed to invite other producing countries, such as China and Uzbekistan, again 
to be present at the 2016 conference. 

 

 

With regard to the supply situation for currants it was noted that the recent trend of smaller 
Greek crops had continued and world production was thirty thousand tons compared to twenty 
eight thousand tons last year. The other producing countries of currants, the USA, South Africa 
and Australia reported slightly increased levels of production for 2015. 

 

The conference recorded the attached 2015 seedless dried grape production estimates. 
 

It was also confirmed that the next conference will be in China during October/November 2016. 
Mr Dappies Smit from South Africa was re-elected as Chairman for the next year. 
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Variety: Sultana & Raisins (All figures metric tonnes packed weight / Goldens or sulphur bleached reported separately below)

Country Estimated physical stock           

31/08/2015

Estimated 

production 

Northern 

Hemisphere 

1/10/2015

Estimated 

production 

Southern 

Hemisphere 

28/02/2015

Total 

estimated 

available 

product for 

marketing

Estimated 

invoiced 

domestic sales 

1/9/2015 to 

31/8/2016

Balance 

available for 

export 

marketing

Estimated 

invoiced 

export sales 

1/9/2015 to 

31/8/2016

Estimated 

physical 

stock as at 

31/08/2016

Planned 

carryout 

required to 

maintain 

supply 

between 

seasons

Surplus stocks 

to estimated 

sales and 

planned 

carryout

Greece 5 000 5 000 5 000 0 0 0

Iran 5 000 140 000 145 000 45 000 100 000 95 000 5 000

Turkey 41 000 196 000 237 000 45 000 192 000 180 000 12 000 12 000

USA 96 203 291 770 387 972 179 062 208 910 115 964 92 946 73 708 19 239

Indıa 140 000 140 000 140 000 0

Uzbekistan 45 000 45 000 45 000 0

China 120 000 120 000 80 000 40 000 40 000

Argentina 2 000 38 000 40 000 7 000 33 000 28 000 5 000 0 5 000

Australia 200 14 500 14 700 11 700 3 000 3 000

Chile 3 000 58 000 61 000 5 000 56 000 51 000 5 000

S. Africa 3 500 36 800 40 300 10 300 30 000 25 000 5 000 5 000 0

Total 150 903 937 770 147 300 1 235 972 573 062 662 910 537 964 124 946 78 708 36 239

2014 141 441 1 064 389 140 500 1 346 330 568 224 778 106 629 510 156 196 105 596 52 600

% Diff 7% -12% 5% -8% 1% -15% -15% -20% -25% -31%

Varieties: Goldens & Currants (All figures metric tonnes packed weight)

Country Estimated physical stock           

31/08/2015

Goldens 

Estimated 

Production 

2015 crop

Total 

estimated 

available 

product for 

marketing

Estimated 

physical 

stock           

31/08/2015

Currants 

Estimated 

production 

2015 crop

Total estimated 

available 

product for 

marketing

Greece 0 0 0 8 000 22 000 30 000

Iran 0 35 000 35 000 0 0 0

Turkey 0 0 0 0 0 0

USA 5 052 15 692 20 774 1 085 2 452 3 537

Indıa 0 15 000 15 000 0 0 0

Uzbekistan 0 0 0 0 0 0

China 0 0 0 0 0 0

Argentina 0 500 500 0 0 0

Australia 0 0 0 150 1 950 2 100

Chile 500 5 000 5 500 0 0 0

S. Africa 2 100 20 000 22 100 3 000 3 625 3 625

Total 7 652 91 192 98 874 12 235 30 027 39 262

2014 8 570 98 234 76 804 7 862 28 409 36 271

2015 International Seedless Dried Grape Producing Countries Conference Statistics 
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